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development	 and	 implementation	 of	 the	
national	 mine-risk	 education	 program.	 In	
April	 200,	 the	 MACBP	 and	 UNICEF	
suspended	 all	 support	 to	 EDA	 and	 EDO	





According	 to	 Eritrea’s	 National	 Plan,	
from	 200	 to	 2009	 mine-action	 activities	
will	seek	to	fulfill	four	strategic	objectives:	
1.	 Return	of	displaced	persons.	Expand	
resources	 to	 complete	 Technical	
Survey	 and	 task-assessment	 plan-
ning,	 clearance,	marking,	 and	 inte-
grated	mine-risk	education	and	vic-
tim	 assistance	 to	 permit	 the	 return	
of	IDPs,	returnees	and	refugees.3
2.	 High-	 and	 medium-impact	 com-
munities.	Clear	high-	and	medium-




ties	 and	 assist	 clearance	 of	UXO	 in	
3	low-impact	communities.	
4.	 Victim	support.	Establish	a	victim-








the	 latest	 demining	 technology	 and	 equip-
ment.	All	RONCO	fieldwork	 is	 fully	 inte-
grated	with	EDO	manual-clearance	 teams.	
During	 200	 and	 200,	 RONCO	 cleared	
2,37,31	 square	 meters	 (7	 acres)	 of	
land.	 MECHEM	 began	 operations	 un-
der	 the	 UNMEE	 MACC	 coordination	 in	
December	 200.	 MECHEM	 seeks	 to	 en-
hance	the	MACC’s	existing	manual	capacity	
through	 a	 training	 component,	 10	MDDs	
with	five	dog	handlers,	 four	mini-flails	and	
four	 mine-protected	 heavy	 vehicles	 with	
steel	wheels	for	ground	preparation.	
A Mine-safe Future




where	 victims	 are	 assisted	 and	 integrated	
into	society,	and	no	new	victims	are	occur-
ring	 due	 to	 mines	 and	 UXO.”	 According	
to	 Yohannes	 Embaye,	 Head	 of	 Plans	 and	
Operations	at	EDA,	the	goal	is	to	be	mine-
free	in	10	years.	






mine-risk	 education	 department	 (assisted	 by	UNICEF)	was	 estab-
lished	in	March	2002	and	works	in	coordination	with	other	partners	
such	 as	 the	Rehabilitation	 and	Development	Organization,	with	 a	




Eritrea	Mine	 Action	 Coordination	 Center	 was	 set	 up	 in	 2000	 to	
operate	 within	 the	 Temporary	 Security	 Zone,	 a	 2-kilometer	 (16-

























an	 estimated	 360,000	 internally	 displaced	 Ethiopians,	 most	 of	




are	 unable	 to	 use	 their	 land	 and	 are	 left	 dependent	 on	 food	 aid;	
Continued on page 37, ETHIOPIA
E ritrea’s	 landmine	 and	 unexploded	ordnance	 contamination	 problem	began	 during	 World	 War	 II	 when	
British	 and	 Italian	 forces	 fought	 on	
Eritrean	 soil.	 A	 long	 struggle	 for	 indepen-









National	Training	Center	 for	 training	 and	
development.	Eritrea	acceded	to	the	Ottawa	






by Megan Wertz 
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Eritrea 33	 communities	 considered	 high	 impact,	100	medium	 impact	 and	 3	 low	 impact.	According	to	the	LIS,	there	are	91	suspect-ed	mined	areas	and	113	UXO-contaminated	
sites.	 Though	 the	 problem	 is	 nationwide,	
the	Shilalo	 area	 (Gash	Barka	 region	 in	 the	
southwest)	is	the	most	mine-affected	area.	











of	 the	 agricultural	 land	 is	 contaminated	
with	mines.	The	problem	has	also	impeded	
building	social-support	systems	for	the	most	
vulnerable	 population	 groups	 and	 creating	
linkages	 with	 recovery,	 reconstruction	 and	
development.	 The	 scattered	 nature	 of	 the	
mines	 and	 UXO,	 combined	 with	 changes	
in	weather	 patterns	 and	 seasonal	 activities,	
puts	 the	 civilian	 population	 at	 particular	
risk.	During	the	harvest	season	(April–May)	




mine-contaminated	 areas,	 the	 country	 is	
unable	to	expand	its	road	and	transportation	
network,	 other	 infrastructure	 projects	 and	
the	tourism	industry.
Government Mine Action
In	 2000,	 the	 United	 Nations	 Mission	
in	 Ethiopia	 and	 the	 Eritrea	 Mine	 Action	
Coordination	 Center	 was	 established.	 The	
Center	increased	humanitarian	mine-action	
efforts,	 including	 support	 from	 interna-
tional	 nongovernmental	 organizations	 and	
U.N.	agencies.	In	March	2002,	the	United	
Nations	 Development	 Programme	 initi-
ated	 the	 Mine	 Action	 Capacity	 Building	
Program.	The	MACBP	was	designed	to	as-
sist	 the	 Eritrean	 Demining	 Authority	 and	
Eritrean	Demining	Operations	 in	building	





action	 sector	 resulting	 from	 Proclamation	
123/2002	 issued	 by	 the	 government	 of	
Eritrea.	 The	 proclamation	 officially	 estab-
lished	the	EDA	and	EDO	in	July	2002.	




action.	 Under	 Proclamation	 123/2002,	
UNICEF	 assisted	 the	 EDA	 and	 EDO	 in	






10,000–200,000	 landmines	 and	 Eritrea	 laid	 20,000	mines	 over	
the	disputed	border	areas.2	









Landmine/Explosive Remnants of War Action 
After	 the	 end	of	 the	most	 recent	 conflict	with	Eritrea	 in	2000,	
the	 government	 of	 Ethiopia	 ratified	 the	Ottawa	Convention	Dec.	
1,	 200,	 and	 it	 entered	 into	 force	 June	 1,	 200.	 In	 200,	 a	 na-
tional	 capacity	 for	 quality	 assurance	 was	 established	 to	 regulate	
humanitarian	mine-action	activities	based	on	the	International	Mine	
Action	Standards.
EMAO.	 The	 Ethiopian	Mine	 Action	Office	 was	 formed	 in	
2001	 to	 implement	 humanitarian	mine	 action,	 as	 well	 as	man-
age	and	coordinate	clearance	and	mine-risk	education	nationally.	
In	late	200,	EMAO	had	six	manual-clearance	companies,	three	
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